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Arts Excursions Unlimited Hosts Local Flea Market 
By Gerri Tipton

     Flea markets are one of the most 
popular shopping experiences. Also 
known as a swap meet, it’s usually 
a place where vendors can sell mer-
chandise that was previously owned. 
People like going to flea markets to 
see what things they can use in their 
home for a cheaper price than find-
ing it in a retail store.  
     Joe Hepner, the community out-
reach coordinator for Arts Excur-
sions Unlimited, hosted this event 
last month to fundraise for their 
organization. “Arts Excursions Un-
limited (AEU) is a three-tiered arts 
and cultural program designed by 
and for residents in the Greater Ha-
zelwood neighborhoods to foster 
creative self-determination,” said 
Hepner. “Residents of Hazelwood, 
Glen Hazel and Glenwood research 
the city, region, state, and nation by 
visiting arts and cultural sites.” The 
location of each excursion is deter-
mined by the community, and varies 
from museums and galleries to steel 
mills. The ideas and the research 
developed are then brought back to 
the neighborhood and are tested out 
at the Satellite Studio. “This space 
functions to build creative skills and 
generate ideas.”  
     Arts Excursions Unlimited started 
back in July 2015, after a year-long 
residency at the Carnegie Library 
of Pittsburgh Hazelwood branch in 
June 2014. Artist Edith Abeyta was 
selected to be the artist for the Office 
of Public Art’s Artist in the Public 
Realm Residency program. “Abey-
ta spent one year getting to know 
residents in the Greater Hazelwood 
community and identifying creative 
projects residents wanted to see in 
their neighborhood. Seventeen proj-
ects were proposed by community 
members. Through a series of meet-
ings, discussions and rankings Arts 
Excursions Unlimited was the most 
popular.” 
     Although Arts Excursions does 
not create any of the paintings, the 
work is mostly formed by public 
art with the help of Hazelwood res-
idents. “We have completed two 
painting projects in Hazelwood. One 
is a mural on the Elizabeth Street 
bridge commissioned by the City of 
Pittsburgh. We worked with artist 
Sandy Kessler Kaminski on it. The 
second is an asphalt painting proj-
ect at the Spartan Community Cen-
ter in collaboration with Hazelwood 

artist Dylan Rooke, commissioned 
by Trying Together with funds from 
Keurig/Dr. Pepper.” 
     The reason behind operating the 
flea market/fundraiser is to connect 
Arts Excursions with different ven-
dors and and have the opportunity 
for different communities to work 
together. “There are not a lot of 
businesses in Hazelwood for resi-
dents to get the things they need. I 
thought this would be a good oppor-
tunity for shoppers to connect with 
neighborhood entrepreneurs.” Other 
local organizations such as Praise 
Temple and POORLAW gave out 
necessities such as free toiletries, 
cleaning supplies, infant formula 
and paper goods, and Hazelwood 
Initiative was signing people up for 
their COVID-19 grants. The types 
of items sold were clothes, toys, 
jewelry, housewares, books and 
miscellaneous items for a Pay What 
You Want pricing structure. “Buyers 
determined how much they would 
pay for the objects they wanted. 
Other vendors sold soap, hair care 
products, bicycles, t-shirts, vintage 
clothes and ceramics.” 
     Arts Excursions Unlimited will 
be hosting another flea market on 
Saturday, August 8th from 10am to 
3pm, and a spaghetti dinner fund-
raiser to be delivered on August 
15th. To find out more information, 
call Joe Hepner at 412-628-6499. 
To get involved and show support, 
you can like their Facebook page: 
Arts Excursions Unlimited, check 
out their website, www.artsexcur-
sionsunlimited.com, or come to 
their events and help advocate for 
more public art in the neighborhood.  

 


