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Stories from Hazelwood travelers of the December 21 to 23, 2019 trip to New York City. Presented at the 
Hazelwood Library on February 8, 2020.


Images by Heather Mull.


 

�1



�2

Sarah Love 

NYC is definitely different from the lifestyle we are used to here in Pittsburgh. We went to so many 
different places, and saw a lot of different things in the couple of days we were there. Riding the 
NYC subway was a field trip in itself. We went to the State of Liberty; that was absolutely 
phenomenal riding the ferry from the mainland out to Ellis Island was amazing. My children had 
seagulls eating cheese puffs out of their hands while flying next to the ferry. Once we made it to 
the island, it was amazing to see the Statue of Liberty in real life. I know I was not the only one to 
think she was shorter than what she seems in pictures and movies. I myself got a little choked up 
looking at this piece of history. Walking through Ellis Island immigrant building was amazing to 
know that most of the immigrants came from other countries in the early 1990s had to come 
through this processing center. The architectural work that went into this building is amazing. 

The Guggenheim — wow is what I can say about that place. When we were told that this building 
was a Frank Lloyd Wright design that was pretty cool, with the natural lighting and circular design. 
The artwork blew us away with some real simple things which make you wonder what goes 
through some of these artists’ minds. Here we did some hands-on stuff that was really neat. This 
place is right across the street from Central Park. Some of us got to walk through the park while 
some of the group took the bus. To think just blocks away there was a million people rushing and 
hustling and bustling through the city and here is this amazingly beautiful place. 

We went to the 9/11 Memorial that was breathtaking and emotional. We were there at nighttime. It 
lights up and is one of the best memorials/tributes to all those people who lost their lives that sad 
sad day. 

We went to a few other places. The Museum of Modern Art was also amazing. We also went to a 
few other places that were just as amazing. The places we ate at were fine choices Miss Edith 
made for us. I know myself and my whole entire family truly feel blessed to have been invited on 
this Excursion and every other Excursion that we were invited to.

I hope Miss Edith and Arts Excursions Unlimited continues to get funding so that families can 
received the benefits that my family and I have. Thank you for taking your time out to listen to this 
report. God bless Miss Edith and Joey and everyone else that works with Arts Excursions 
Unlimited.

I was asked to give a brief statement on what we enjoyed 
about our trip to New York City with Miss Edith and her 
organization Arts Excursions Unlimited. I have thought 
about it for a while now, to start with, I would like to thank 
Miss Edith for allowing myself and my family to be a part 
of these trips and for us to learn about art and go to these 
amazing places. The bus ride to NYC is about nine hours, 
when we travel together as a group of friends from 
Hazelwood it goes past real fast watching the world go by 
as we laughed and joked with each other. If it wasn’t for 
these trips, we may not know each other. We may see 
each other on the street in passing and say hi. Since we 
started going on these trips and doing things with Miss 
Edith and Joey, we are more like a family, from the little 
kids knowing the senior citizens and the senior citizens 
treating the little ones like family. Enough of our bond — 
I could go on and on, but I was asked about the trip. 



I am Joe Hepner. I am the coordinator of the planning meeting and monthly excursion planner. I 
helped plane the big trip to New York. My intake on the New York trip is from the MegaBus ride was 
exciting. I could not sleep on the bus but it was OK. We we got to New York and checked into the 
hotel. The hotel was great getting split up on the different floors that helped with the nonsense of the 
little ones bother me that much. Our first night up there going to the holiday market was great. The 
food trucks were also a plus.

The second day was great going to see the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island. The movie we seen 
was great about the Statue. The museum was very interesting. The restaurant was OK. The 9/11 
Memorial at night was amazing with the lights and very emotional. The ride on the subway was 
exciting.

The third day of the trip we walked to the Guggenheim Museum. The art was great. Then we went 
downstairs to work on our own art project. Then we went to the MoMA museum. I was surprised that 
they had a hypnotist there and Semaj acted like he was hypnotized. It had a lot of interesting art 
there. Bills Burger Bar had dynamic food. We went through Times Square, Central Park, and 
Rockefeller Center to see the tree and the ice skating rink. Lots of people there for the holidays. The 
great news is that everyone went with us returned with us. 

The thing that I would bring back to Pittsburgh is the lighted artwork on the buildings. The way the 
town was lit up for Christmas. The only sad thing about the trip is that I didn’t get up to Harlem to get 
mashed potatoes. 
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Tevin Jordan-Blair 

My first time in the Big Apple may have been limited to a few days, but the memories of that first 
time experience will last a very long, long time until I go back that is.

Upon my Arts Excursions Unlimited group reaching NYC in the afternoon, we got to see the city 
that never sleeps had to offer during that night including the annual holiday fair and Times Square 
finally in person and up close.

The next day, we got to ride New York’s ever most famous and ever busy subway lines to go to an 
even more famous treasure: riding a ferry to Liberty and Ellis Islands where my ancestors may 
have walked through and even spotted a cruise next to seeing Lady Liberty in person. But as with 
most trips, we hit a few snags and here’s the first one: Going to the Oyster House! After the history 
tour, pictures, and ferry ride, we went over to Pier A to eat at the Oyster House which while the 
food was good at first, it became a mistake later on in the evening when planning to go see a 
movie. Several people, including myself, got food poisoning from the Oyster House because 
someone didn’t do the food right and I spent the night in our hotel barely any sleep and buying 
medicine for my stomach. I also went to the 9/11 Memorial to give my respect to the people who 
lost their lives and the World Trade Center which was impressive in many ways. 

Thankfully, the next day, I overcame the food poisoning but it still took me a while to recover. On 
the last day of our NYC trip, we went to the ever famous Guggenheim and MoMA (with a side trip 
to the lower floor of the Empire State Building) for some interesting artworks and making a few of 
our own pieces. 

We then went towards Rockefeller Center to eat at Bill’s Bar and Burgers and finally said goodbye 
to the Big Apple that never sleeps by taking an overnight ride on the bus back to Pittsburgh.

Excluding the food poisoning, overall it was a fun, memorable, and exciting learning experience 
and I would love to return one day to NYC, but for now I look forward to our next Arts Excursions 
Unlimited adventure. I would like to thank Laura, Miss Edith, Office of Public Art, Heinz and the 
Opportunity Fund for this amazing art experience.
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Al Ferguson 

New York was a really great place to 
see around Christmas, all the lights, 
walking the same street as 100,000s 
of people sit along the parade route — 
I walked it. 

Going into Times Square looking at all 
the big screens, wondering about all of 
the people that visit everyday. Bryant 
Park, all the little shops, the lights, and 
how amazing it all looked. Buying food 
from the food vendors. 

Taking the ferry ride over to the Statue of Liberty. Reading how it was built and how long it took. 
Then to Ellis Island where you walked in the same footsteps that our ancestors walked. Both of my 
great grandparents came through Ellis Island (would like to go back and spend more time there).

To think of how many people came over, to never step off the island due to being sick. Traveling 
thousands of miles to come over, then traveling 600 miles to Pittsburgh and beyond for work in the 
steel mills and coal mines. How some of them had to leave their country due to harsh conditions. 
The conditions they had to endure as 3rd and 4th class citizens on the ships that brought them over 
(yes, being on Ellis Island, I thought a lot about it). 

The museums were great to go through. Looking at all the art and statues. Riding on the subway 
was an experience. How you had 3 or 4 tracks in the middle, watching trains zoom by. World Trade 
Center Memorial seeing all of the names of the people that passed on that day.

Spending time with my neighbor family and friends that you go on trips with. Playing cards, going to 
eat. We build some great relationships with people, talking about your day at the end of the night. 
Getting ready for the next day’s agenda, how we can’t wait to go here or there (wondering if you’re 
going to make it back without getting lost). The best part about these trips is being with friends and 
family. I’m proud and happy to be involved wit the ladies and gents that put these trips together.

My experience to New York was very different from what I thought it would be. I enjoy the sights on 
the ride rather than my phone to see the scenery change to the underwater tunnels.

The bright lights, the food of the city. So many to choose from. The stands on the corner gave me 
an idea for cooking. The sights of the 9/11 Memorial, the city behind the waterfall, to the mall, the 
subway rides are great — better than fighting through crowds of people. But the best part of the trip 
would have to be my experience at the Statue of Liberty. The history learned there and the facts 
and details to put into the building of the statue. Just to think they didn’t want to finish the build until 
everyone had equal rights and was treated fairly.

My experience at the world famous Guggenheim and the Ellis Island museum — the painting at the 
Guggenheim, the art class, and the history learned now I find myself interested in the arts. I would 
like to just thank everyone involved for the chance to experience this trip and the chance to learn 
new things.

Aaron Spell 



My favorite part of the New York trip was the boat going to the Statue of Liberty, the 9/11 Memorial, 
and the Immigration Museum. And the part I liked the most was the superheroes that I took pictures 
with.
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George Williams 

The more I see of it, the more I understand why they call it the Big Apple. First, I want to thank all 
the people who participated in keeping things orderly and going smooth. Yes, I think it was a 
wonderful trip. 

I have seen NYC before, but this time I got a good education about museums, the Statue of 
Liberty, Ellis Island, and the 9/11 Memorial (it is so sad, but really pretty at night with the lights). 
I enjoyed the food at the different restaurants. I can see that you taken a lot of time and effort in 
putting a schedule and everything together for a group as large as ours. I wouldn’t know where to 
start for one person much less 40 people. Edith, you are really really good at your job as art 
director. And we here in Hazelwood are truly blessed to have you. I thank you for everything.

Semaj Gordon 



In New York City, I had fun. There as a whole bunch of stuff that Pittsburgh doesn’t have and I also 
like how the museum was made. I like how the buildings were tall. I like the food; the food was 
amazing. There was pizza that was $1 — that’s cool.

And I also dislike the hotel that we was in because it was small, but I still enjoyed it, so thank y’all for 
that. 

And what I want to bring to Pittsburgh is food trucks. And also we need discount places like they 
have that’s what we need to bring to Pittsburgh. And also what I liked more about New York is the 
ferry riding it to the Statue of Liberty and other museums. The Statue of Liberty had a cafe at Ellis 
Island with food in it and the Statue of Liberty had stairs to the top of the statue. So we rode the ferry 
to the museums to go see projects and how the Statue of Liberty was made. That’s what I think 
about New York.  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Tayshaun Williams 

Jaquin Owens 

My favorite parts of the New York trip. We 
went to different places. We went to the 
Ellis Island National Immigration Museum, 
Art Museum, Statue of Liberty, and the 
9/11 Memorial in New York. I would like to 
bring to Pittsburgh the food trucks and 
discount stores. These are the best places 
that I enjoyed on our New York trip.

My first place I liked was the Ellis Island 
National Immigration Museum and the 
other art museums. It was good to see how 
back in the day, back then, they had to do certain things in order for people to come into this 
country. Now, you have to have certain documents to enter the United States. They say it is a free 
country. Nothing has really changed. 

My second place I enjoyed was the Statue of Liberty. As a little girl, I always wanted to visit the 
Statue of Liberty. On this trip, I had a chance to do that. This was the happiest day of my life. It is 
so big in person. We took the ferry on the water to go to the Statue of Liberty. The only way they 
would light the torch is if everyone had freedom. Not much has changed since then. This was my 
second place I liked the most.

The last place that I enjoyed was the 9/11 Memorial. It was beautiful memorial and sad at the same 
time. I remember as a child when 9/11 happened. I was in school. Seeing all the people in the town 
towers that lost their lives. I said one day I would love to visit there, and my wish came true. Seeing 
all the names on the memorial and in person was just so sad. It definitely was a good experience. 
What I would like to bring back to Pittsburgh is some their stores and more food trucks on the 
streets like New York. 

These are some of the places that I enjoyed while on our New York trip, the 9/11 Memorial, the 
Statue of Liberty, and the Ellis Island Immigration Museum. And the stores and food trucks.
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Erin Park 

The concrete jungle, as many say… is a place of opportunity and many bright lights. It’s 
somewhere I always have wanted to go. 

Being a junior in high school, I’m starting to look at colleges and my top choices are in New 
York. This trip was a great eye-opener to the amazing city that I might have the opportunity to 
attend college in. My overall favorite part of the trip was visiting ground zero (at the 9/11 
Memorial). It was a very emotional thing to experience and me — going into the service — I 
found it a very amazing experience. It brought me to tears. I also really enjoyed traveling 
through the city and experiencing all of the day-to-day life. I found it amazing how many people 
were outside at all hours, no matter when we were out. Experiencing the camped subways and 
large billboards in Times Square that lit it up as much as during the day was so different than 
Pittsburgh. I found it absolutely breathtaking. The thousands of street vendors mixed with the 
amazing cultural diversity really made it an amazing experience to just wander around. 

I am very thankful for this experience and for getting to experience it with the people from 
Hazelwood. Looking around and seeing people I knew was a very comfortable ones of familiarity 
in such a different place. Thank you Miss Edith and the Arts Excursions Unlimited program. 

Shelby Nelson 

In New York, I got to see Lady Liberty. My favorite part was going to the K-Pop store. This was 
special to me because I always wanted to go to New York. Thanks Miss Edith!
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Crystal Nelson 

This trip with the Arts Excursions was very special to me because it was our first family vacation 
ever! We got to go to such cool places like the Statue of Liberty, Ellis Island, 9/11 Memorial, 
MoMA, the Guggenheim museum, and also on our own went to some places too. We did lots of 
shopping for keepsakes and souvenirs to remember our trip. 

My favorite part of the trip was seeing the 9/11 Memorial because the last time I was in NYC 
was in 2002 right after it had happened and the energy there was like a void. It was sad! Now 
you can feel hope, love, and healing energies when you go there, and that was very emotional 
for me. I’m so happy we got to go and want to once again thank Miss Edith for inviting us! 
Without this program, we never would have got to go!

Scott Nelson 

This trip with Arts Excursions was a very good trip. My family got to go to the Statue of Liberty 
and many more cool places. I got to see the 9/11 museum and the pools. I got to take my family 
to Times Square which was amazing. This trip to New York was a great time for all. We all had 
a good time. The food, the places we saw and some of the people we got to meet was very 
special. 
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Tameeka Jones-Cuff 

My name is Tameeka Jones-Cuff, my husband is Harry Cuff and we have four children 
Keyvion age 12, Jaylon age 11, Nyron age 8, and McKayla age 2. As evolved parents we 
wanted our children to learn and love their community and wanted to provide them the 
opportunities to physically learn about art, music and cultures and diversity. Long story short 
my husband and I learned about the Hazelwood’s Art Excursions Unlimited and quickly 
signed up. Most recently we were selected to attend the New York City Trip and we were so 
excited about it. 

Although we are New York natives, being residents of New York we never had the time to 
really learn and travel around the city. As a Brooklynite I am ashamed to tell you that it was 
never a thought in my mind. I have visited museums in Brooklyn and places like the Bronx 
Zoo and Central Park as a child but due to crowds and tiring traffic I was never really 
interested in venturing the city. I must say we did not know what we had been missing!

The Hazelwood Art Excursion Unlimited New York City Trip gave my family and I a chance to 
look beyond mere NY it gave us the opportunity to be enlighten and educated on community 
relationships, cultural awareness, cultural diversity, ingenuity, and resourcefulness. We visited 
various places like the Bryant Square Holiday Flea Market, Battery Park, The Statue of 
Liberty, The Solomon R Guggenheim Museum, The 911 Monument, and The Oculus and 
restaurants like the Pier A North River Oyster house and Bill’s Burgers. I truly feel like this trip 
has broaden our minds and made Hazelwood residents feel more like family than a group of 
people who live in the same area.

Arriving in Manhattan was a culture shock for many of my fellow Hazelwood’s AEU patrons. I 
smiled as I observed how everyone was excited to be in the Big Apple and watched on as my 
very own children relished in the idea of being in NY again. However, my excitement came 
later when we arrived at Bryant Square Holiday Market I loved all the art work and souvenirs 
and food that was displayed throughout every corner of that place. The food was ok for me 
and a bit out of my price range but what I most enjoyed was that it was full of lights and I met 
so many residents and visitors from around the world. German, Asians, Russian, you name it 
they were all there. As a person that delight in being around and learning about other cultures, 
I was in heaven. Although we competed for a chance to take a picture around the giant 
decorated tree it was nice to see other family’s there also. We did not hesitate to enjoy the hot 
chocolate and funnel cake and cider. This experience was diversity at it’s best. 

Battery Park was a bit different as we took in the view, and waited in line for the ferry. It was a 
long and frustrating moment but we put on smiles sang and made the best of it. However, 
when we got into the building we were searched. We even had to take off belts and break 
down strollers. To have that experience, there are no words. I was nervous and frightened, 
although there was no need for me to feel that way. I haven’t been in an airport since prior to 
911. This was glimpse into the practice I would have to endure if I were to take a flight 
anytime in the future. I can tell you now that I don’t look forward to it.
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The ferry ride to the Statue of Liberty and Ellis 
Island was amazing. The feeling I felt at that 
moment when I stepped off the ferry and onto 
those two historically iconic places were 
exhilarating and inspirational. I felt as though I 
was now a part of history, but just as I was filled 
with happiness, similar to the 911 monument I 
was also filled with intense sadness. The 
voyagers during those times did not realize the 
America they were coming to was filled with 
struggle, strife and bondage, sickness and 
sadness. They did not know that riches would be 
hard to attain unless they were born into it or just 
got lucky. I shared my thoughts with my 
Hazelwood natives. Most of us all felt the same 
and when I sat down with two of them, they told 
me about their Russian and German heritage. I 
realized how privileged I am to be first generation 
American whose parents traveled here by 
airplane and only had to experience a period of 
segregation. In a way I am grateful because I did 
not have to endure the extreme conditions of the 
past.  
 
The imprint I left at the Statue of Liberty was the 
picture of my family that will forever be a small 
part of their Archive. I have made my mark on a 
historical landmark.  
 
Ellis Island was too huge to visit in a couple of hours. I enjoyed joyed walking through the 
museum. The children loved seeing all the different types of money that went through there. I 
feel that they were most impressed with the money than most of the other exhibits. I believe 
that the other exhibits made them sad. We will never forget the stories of the travelers who 
made it to Ellis Island. 
 
The MoMa and Solomon R Guggenheim Museum was a peculiar experience for me. Although 
I enjoyed the overall experience for me, did not enjoy the crowds or the tour guide. The 
crowds was over bearing and you were constantly avoiding colliding with someone or them 
colliding with you. The tour guide at the Guggenheim museum was not very pleasant with the 
tourist or workers and she made a statement passive aggressively where it was evident that 
she did not want to be there at that time. She seemed as if she did not want to work with the 
children. My children having been diagnosed with High Functioning Autism, ADHD, and 
Selective Mutism were no a bit enthused.  In passing a few exhibits I saw other works of art 
we could have approached to keep the children engaged. The tour guide rushed through the 
entire tour with a lack of enthusiasm. 
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Despite the obvious insolence of the tour guide there where aspects of the Guggenheim Museum 
that I loved. When we were down in the art room we were asked to draw a place where we felt 
vibrant, alive or calm and peaceful. I enjoyed watching everyone submerge themselves into their 
art and the places that they choose or even the colors that was chosen. One kid just splattered red 
dots on his painting which resembled blood splatter. I don’t remember what place he was thinking 
of, it might have been just the colors of red enjoyed. Maybe the color red made him feel vibrant and 
alive. Whatever the reason may be he was smiling. I was smiling with him. I also enjoyed the 
materials. We simple materials such as bamboo brushes, spray bottles and different types of paint 
brushes and pallets. I loved the idea to use organic and recyclable materials. 
 
Later as we went on tour I compared what we worked on in the room to some of the paintings we 
visited such as Canada, Carrie Mae Weems and Beuys’s art “Virgin.” The exhibit with the wooden 
school desk and chair, the math equation on the chalk board and the light bulb. This art spoke to 
me. The fact that the entire piece was seen in black and white shook me and I couldn’t decipher 
the reason. All I know was a million reasons ran through my mind at that time. Then two women 
passed by and the blended in with the painting I was so fascinated I had to take a picture. To me 
taking a step back allowed me as well as my sons that at that moment we became a part of the 
Guggenheim. We became part of his art his building.  
 
The MoMa Museum (Museum of Modern Art) was the least fascinating to me it was cramped and 
not a place for children. The guards clearly publicized that fact as we walked through the museum. 
In one instance my son was looking at an exhibit he wanted to read the plaque next to it but it had 
a divider around that area. The print on the plaque was too small to read even for me. I had to lean 
in myself just so I can somewhat squint to see it. A guard yelled “Back away from the artwork. No 
touching.”  We were not even close to it. I felt totally unwelcomed there despite the diversity of the 
people there.  
 
I managed to view the Betye Saar Exhibit “Legends of Black Girls Window.” I learned a little about 
her. Her Influences were Family, feminism, Black Consciousness, Shamanism, Voodoo and 
Mysticism. This was evident in her work.  As a person from West Indian decent I know about all of 
these things. Especial Family and Mysticism. However, I felt a bit uncomfortable as person who 
has strayed away from shamanism, voodoo and mysticism. I can say comfortably that I rather not 
be around it. Although I enjoyed looking at some of her art, there was so much symbols in her 
artwork pertaining to the occult I had to remove myself. However, the exhibit was educational to 
say the most. 
 
The 911 Monument sight of the twin towers was an astonishing sight. Everything from the lights, to 
the trees, to the water fall was phenomenal. I have never been to the new site. The overall series 
of events that took place there in the year of 2001 was too much for me to mentally bare. In the 
beginning of this I mentioned that I was a New York native and at the time of 9-11-01 I was 
attending Hudson Valley Community College in upstate Albany, NY. I hand not talked to my elder 
sister in almost 2 years due to a sibling conflict and both she and my younger sister had worked 
near the site at the time. One going to work and the other coming from work. 
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That morning was a quiet morning for the most part. I always arrived at school at 6am. I had went 
to the computer lab to work on some assignments. Upon walking to my first class I heard about the 
threat. By the time I got to class I watched as the first plane hit the South Tower then before 
rushing out to my second class and desperately trying to contact my sisters (the phone lines were 
busy) I made it to my second class and watched helplessly as the second plane then took down 
the North Towers. How can I even described the feeling I felt at this time? I thought that my sisters 
were dead! I thought that even if my younger sister made it (as per her working an overnight shift  
and was usually on her way home) my elder sister would have been right in the middle of it as she 
was on her way to work. I thought I have not talked with my sister in almost two years and she is 
dead. I will never forget that moment. I collapsed in shock.  
 
In the end I was one of the lucky ones both sisters made it home safely that day but many others 
did not. So as I stood by this memorial I started to morn and weep silently. My heart felt heavy. 
Although, the site was mundane, I was eager to leave afraid of my own emotions. One day I hope I 
will be able to stand there and be able to honor those who lost their lives there. They will never be 
forgotten.

 

 
Lastly the Oculus, this structure tantalized your visual senses. Immediately I was excited to see the 
interior. What a splendid sight! A mall and a subway station and more.  The ground floor had a 
holiday maze that you could stroll through. Many of us took pictures in that area. There was 
pictures with Santa and more. The sight was amazing. The Oculus 11 years it took to build after 
cleaning up the debris left from 911. I know some may have their opinions about this place but I 
think that it’s a magnificent work of art, it’s wondrous and welcoming. The Oculus signifies a feeling 
of a new beginning, which I believe was desperately need in that area.



�14

 
My overall experience of the NYC Trip with Hazelwood Art Excursions Unlimited was incredible. 
The restaurants we visited such as the Oyster House in Battery Park and Bill’s Burger’s located in 
Manhattan (Union Square) was amazing and the food was phenomenal and the service was good. 
Although due to the volume of people and the events in Union Square, Bill’s Burger was at max 
capacity and it took a while for us to be seated.  However, I enjoyed the experience. 

In the end I felt like we had become one family. 
Those residents that I did not know well at the 
time, I pass them on the streets today and I 
don’t hesitate to chat a bit before carrying on 
with my day. My younger son has dressed up 
like the statue of liberty and asked to be her 
for Halloween.  My older sons have striked up 
conversations about natural light and ways to 
go green. As a family we are using more eco-
friendly cleaning solutions at home and 
beginning to think of things to make rather 
than things to buy. Thank you for all who made 
this trip possible. It has been an incredible 
experience and we have learned to be a bit 
more broadminded, creative and perceptive.

Nyron Cuff 

I like the trip to New York some of our favorite places was the Statue of Liberty and the  
Guggenheim Museum and the Oculus and the 911 Monument and the Park we were at.

I like the painting we made at the Guggenheim Museum. I liked Mrs. Sarah’s picture of Lowe’s 
it is a calm place. I liked the Holiday Lights at Bryant Park. They were pretty and the booths 
looked like small houses at the North Pole. And I also like 
the Christmas tree. The hotel was nice too and I liked that 
we all ate breakfast there.

My favorite part other than the Statue of Liberty was the big 
parked we stopped by and I had fun on the Mary go round. 
I want to be the Statue of Liberty for Halloween this year.
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Jaylon Cuff 

We went on a Trip with Hazelwood Art Excursions unlimited. It was a lot of fun and a lot of walking 
it felt good to be home. I visited many places that I have never seen before. Some of the places we 
visited was in Manhattan. We went to places like the MoMa museum, The Statue of Liberty, The 
Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, A park in Manhattan, and the Bryant Park and Ellis Island and 
911 Monument. 

At the Guggenheim museum we painted a place that made us feel relaxed and comfortable. I 
enjoyed using the paint brushes and dabbers. I loved everyone’s special place. Mines was a park 
with lots of trees. We went upstairs and walked down looking at all the art in that place. I liked the 
statues we made of construction paper. It was hard to walk through the crowds and looking down 
felt I like I was going to plummet to my death so I stayed away from the walls a bit. I liked the 
inside of the building was like art itself. I liked that it had elevators and a ramp with no stairs so that 
way people in wheel chairs or people with a cane did not have a hard time when they visited. I 
wish there was more time to look around. I liked the idea of natural light. I feel like that was 
something would could bring back to Pittsburgh. We should build more buildings with natural light. 
We should build more museums like this everywhere.

At the 911 Monument I the first thing I saw was the huge boxes with light that looked like it had a 
waterfall in them. I thought this was the twin towers but I did not know what happened there. It was 
not until I got back home when talking to my mom about the trip that she told me what happened 
there and the two boxes was where the towers stood. I was sad to know that this was a memorial 
and this is where people had died. That explained all the flags. Now it made sense. I was a bit 
emotional after that. I think that it is important to have a place like that so that their families can 
come to it and remember them and pray. It still makes me feel sad.

We visited many places but those where the places I liked the most and the Statue of Liberty. 
There was a few things I did not like. There was too much walking. There was a lot of things at the 
MoMa museum that I did not like. I don’t think that some of the art there was appropriate for 
children. However, I loved all the places we ate at. I loved all the holiday light I liked the walk 
through Central Park and I like the pictures of NY that we came home with. I had a lot of fun on 
trip.
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Keyvion Cuff 

 
I enjoyed my trip to New York with Hazelwood Art Excursions 
Unlimited I saw many sites and ate good food I enjoyed the 
Oyster house. The food was awesome! I thought it was going to 
have all seafood I hate sea food. I was glad that they had 
burgers there it was delicious. We visited many places and I 
had a great time I wish I could have seen more. 
 
I loved the lights in Bryant Park. The park is called a Holiday 
Market or Flea Market. I loved all the lights and food there. The 
place had many shops and booths. We did not go skating but 
everyone looked like they were having fun. The Fountain was 
beautiful but cold. I accidentally almost fell in. I saw a lot of 
money inside the fountain. I wanted the money. Mom said it was 
for wishes. I wish I had the money. We took a picture by the tree we are always taking pictures. I 
had hot cocoa and Dad bought us light up lights and cotton candy. The food there was very 
expensive so we went to Burger King to eat. Then walked to the hotel. We saw many places on 
the walk back. The hotel room was small but comfortable but we barely got to watch T.V.  I liked 
my first day in New York. 
 
The Statue of Liberty was the best part of the trip. I enjoyed riding the ferry there and back. We 
took a group picture by the statue of liberty and then we went into the museum but we did not get 
to go into the Statue of Liberty and I really wanted to do that. Our visit in the museum was short 
because we had to do bathroom breaks and then we went over to the Archives and took a 
picture. There were many things we did not get to see. We got back on the ferry and went to Ellis 
Island. Mom made us take a picture in the center of the room were most immigrants stayed when 
they first arrived and showed us the log that they had to sign. It seemed like a sad place. We 
looked around a bit but then had to leave. On our way back we got to sit at the top of the ferry. I 
like that a lot the birds came really close. 
 
The shape of the Guggenheim building was beautiful. I enjoyed the waterfall the most. I found it 
interesting that it was shaped like a leaf and it was nice and relaxing. I loved the open the ceiling 
and how the light gleamed through it. I enjoyed making pictures in the art room. That also made 
me feel calm and relaxed. When we went on the tour I was a bit sensitive to the shape of 
museum. I am afraid of heights and looking around the museum made it difficult to enjoy walking 
down the ramp. I felt like I was on a roller coaster. I found some of the artwork boring and 
depressing like the picture of Canada and would have like to look at the picture with all the neon 
lights. I also saw a picture called “shipwrecked” and I would have like to see more artwork like 
that. I did like the picture of the Atari looking art it was in black and white and I would like to know 
how they made a structure like that and in that shape. Overall I like the Guggenheim Museum 
but wished there was more interesting things to do.  
 
The 911 Monument was beautiful but remembering why it was built made me feel bad. Although 
it was a sad time I feel that it is important to remember what happened there because this could 
happen at any time and anywhere. I feel that those lost that day was a part of us. They were 
Americans, they were human. 
 
Overall, I enjoyed the New York City trip. While being at the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum I 
thought of building an outside museum with a waterslide shaped like the Guggenheim Museum 
that would be fun and relaxing. This trip was fun and I enjoyed a lot of the places we visited even 
if we did not do as much as we expected. I would hope to visit places like The Statue of Liberty, 
Ellis Island and Bryant Park again. Thank you for the experience.
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Diamond Taylor 

Life offers us some things that we dream about but it lets us know it can happen. I was so in awe 
with deep appreciation of our trip to New York. Being able to see the Statue of Liberty up close and 
personal was a life’s dream. We were able to visit New York’s finest museums that details the 
history. Thank you. Thank you. I can’t say it enough times.

Grace Taylor 

I am raising four great grand children. Being able to go on trips 
with Miss Edith and her co-workers makes life a joy. The trips we 
were on were beautiful. But the trip to New York was wonderful. 
We would never have been able to see the Statue of Liberty, the 
art exhibitions, and the museums. It was fantastic. You have to 
appreciate art after all the wonderful places we went to. 

My one great granddaughter has seen a lot of art work since our 
trips. The way Miss Edith took us some where different each day. 
The trip was well planned for both young and old to feel good. 


